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Introduction
This research paper is based on a survey
given to surrounding middle school choir
teachers regarding if their choir is a class or
not in their district. The study looks into the
benefits of having choir during the day and as
a graded class. The study also analyzes
school schedules and how they affect choir
during the day. Choral advocacy is addressed
and suggestions are given for how to grow a
program that isn’t a class. This article also
addresses how choir directors can gain more
choral advocacy in their district and increase
enrollment in their program if it’s
extracurricular. My research results
demonstrate that if choir is a class, then
enrollment will increase.

Objective

Results

To gain information on how to advocate for my
Choir program to become a class.

Methodology
A Google Form survey was given to
surrounding area Choir Directors who work at a
middle school/junior high. Teachers were asked
questions about their program, such as, “Is
Choir for a grade?” and “Has Choir changed
from an extracurricular activity to a curricular
class while you've been at your school?

Analysis
It is clear that my school is in the minority
regarding Choir not being a class. Our program
is in a well known district with Band and
Orchestra during the day, so there should be a
way to include it, if the schedule works. From
the amount of rehearsal time and length of
rehearsals I’m seeing from other directors, I am
quickly realizing the first problem is my
school’s schedule. The Core classes are an
hour long each. My classes are only 39 minutes
(or less on certain days). We don’t have an X
block or a Period 0 like some of these schools
do, and since Core takes up the majority of the
day’s schedule, it’s nearly impossible to
squeeze in another year long class. This
process may take time and more research on
the scheduling end to see which schedules
work and which don’t.

The data I received from the Middle School Choir Director survey
was incredibly helpful and accurate to my claim. Many schools
have Choir meeting during the day for a grade. After collecting my
data, I can confirm that my school is in the minority for not having
choir as a class. The majority of the schools surrounding our area
not only have choir during the day, but multiple days a week.
Some even had choir 5 days a week.
The data results also seem to prove that Choir meeting during the
day has helped the directors’ enrollment numbers too. One
teacher’s response was exactly what I was looking for: “Yes!
Enrollment has increased mainly due to less conflicts with other
activities. The students take it more seriously and treat it as
another class.” Another teacher wrote: “It helps that choir does
not prohibit kids from taking other specials classes. All kids get
STEAM, art, and either choir or general music. It would be much
harder if to take choir they had to give something up.” This
statement also proves what I’ve known. If students have to give
something up to take choir, they are not as likely to sign-up for
choir. A choir director who took my survey is experiencing this
right now with their program: “Being scheduled against all other
electives has been an issue - our numbers in Middle School choir
are lower than what they could be.” My school experienced this
when they tried to have students miss two electives if they were
in band and orchestra. Students started dropping their programs
right and left because they were upset that they had to miss other
classes.
It is clear from the data I have received that the school schedule
plays a crucial part in Choir being in the school day or not. Our
school schedule looks like this. It wouldn’t be possible to fit
another year- long class into this schedule, unless students
dropped another class (which isn’t possible, at this time). My
District's schedule cannot accommodate adding another class into
the day, due to the length of Core classes (60 minutes long). This
frustrates me because to fight the battle of cutting down time in
Core classes is incredibly challenging (even though I have not
heard of a middle school having 60 minute Core classes every
day). The schools that have choir during the day either have an X
block/run on a block schedule or have class periods that are more
equal in length.
The want and desire is there for students to have choir during the
day. This has been proven through research collected and
speaking with students. I surveyed my current 6th grade choir and
they were in favor for choir during the day. Especially because it
would not conflict with their after school activities.

85%

85% Said yes

Conclusion
After looking at the directors’ responses from my research, I came to the conclusion
that having choir during the day, and not conflicting with other classes, is the way to
go. Students have trouble choosing which activity to be involved in. They either
choose too many and get overwhelmed or they retreat and choose to be involved in
nothing. The students I spoke with said that they would enjoy choir as a class, as
long as it didn’t take away from their other classes. While this is tricky to figure out
scheduling wise, it is valuable information to know moving forward.
I have been trying for years to get choir into the school day, but now I have data to
support why it should be included. Students' lives are busy enough as it is. Why have
one more conflicting activity added to their plate? Choir during the day, for my
district, would take a lot of planning, and most likely, a new schedule for the school.
Many non-music teachers have wanted a new schedule for a long time. It seems like
it’s time to start looking for a schedule that meets the needs of our students,
teachers, and activities.
I also learned how valuable collecting feedback from choir directors can be. It is nice
to have colleagues who can help support my work and offer advice with scheduling
and advocacy for the future. Many of the teachers who teach choir during the day
experienced positive things and some challenges as well. The data is a great
resource in order to reference back to other schools’ choral programs in the area.
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